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How I differentiated my personification lesson to 

meet the diverse needs of my 7th-grade ENL/ELA 

students...

Tiered Assignments!

Tiered assignments are tasks that vary by challenge level, 
complexity, outcome, process, product, or resources to 

accommodate different student needs and learning styles.

Focus On: Proficiency Levels and Challenges



What Proficiency Levels 
are in my integrated ELA 
Classroom?

ALL Levels

1.Entering (Beginning)
2.Emerging (Low Intermediate)
3.Transitioning (Intermediate)
4.Expanding (Advanced)
5.Commanding (Proficient)



Tiered Question Samples

These practice set of questions are to 
be completed by each of my students. 
What might not be immediately 
apparent is that each student was 
assigned their own specific worksheet 
based on their proficiency level. You 
see, I divided my class into three 
sections: entering + emerging, 
transitioning, and expanding + 
commanding. Each section received a 
tailored set of questions designed to 
meet their individual needs 
and challenging them when needed.



Tiered Independent Practice



Assessment

• COLLECTED CLASSWORK

• OBSERVATIONS

• HOMEWORK GAME

• EXTRA CREDIT



REVIEW: Why 
Tiered
Assignments 
in this revised 
lesson plan
will work 
for my ELL 
Students...

1. Accommodates diverse language skills: Tiered assignments allow 

ELLs to work on tasks that are tailored to their language proficiency 

level, providing an opportunity for them to demonstrate their 

understanding in a way that is manageable for them.
2. Builds confidence: ELLs can experience a sense of 

accomplishment and build confidence in their abilities, which can 

help to alleviate anxiety and frustration.

3. Fosters critical thinking: Tiered assignments can help ELLs develop 

critical thinking skills by requiring them to analyze and apply complex 
concepts at their own level of proficiency, rather than being 

overwhelmed by material that is too challenging.

4. Promotes fluency: by gradually being exposed to more 

demanding language structures and vocabulary.

5. Supports vocabulary development: learn vocabulary in context, as 
they are exposed to words and phrases at their own proficiency 

level

6. Enhances comprehension: they are able to focus on the content 

rather than struggling with the language.

8. Encourages collaboration: When ELLs work on tiered assignments, 
they can collaborate with peers who share similar language 

proficiency levels, fostering a sense of community and peer support.

9. Enhances assessment and feedback: provide teachers with a 

more accurate assessment.
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