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"The Year is 2060: What’s Obsolete?“
Speculate!

“It’s the year 2060. Imagine looking back 
from that vantage point. In this future 
shaped by nanotechnology, quantum 
computing, AI, and synthetic biology, 
many of today’s systems will seem 
archaic.
Think not just in terms of what evolved, 
but what disappeared - what structures, 
skills, tools, or roles are now completely 
obsolete?”

1. One educational model or credential 
that will be obsolete by 2060.

2. One teaching skill a teacher will need.
3. One workplace role or skill that will no 

longer exist.
4. One business model or economic 

assumption that will collapse.





The New & Shiny vs the Passenger Pigeon: Preparing for 2060 
Learning from the passenger pigeon, which was once the most 

abundant bird in North America.
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Free will vs back box algorithms?
Creativity vs Predictability?

Students vs Clients?
Data mining in school?

Skills and critical thinking vs techno-colonialism of Western preferences?



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classroom
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


2060 - the first generation of “The Artificials"



The Rise of Artificial General Intelligence (AGI)



Exponential Thinking
Linear vs. Exponential Growth:
Linear growth: 30 steps = 30 units of 
progress
Exponential growth: 30 steps = 1 billion 
units of progress

Most institutional planning follows linear 
models, while technology develops 
exponentially. Assessment strategies must 
anticipate exponential change rather than 
incremental improvements.
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The 6D Model for Technology Evolution
Digitized - Technology converts to digital format
Deceptive - Early growth appears linear
Disruptive - Begins displacing traditional systems
Demonetized - Becomes increasingly affordable
Dematerialized - Physical components disappear
Democratized - Becomes widely accessible

6D Model Applied to Assessment
Digitized: Paper assessments → Digital submissions
Deceptive: LMS systems with limited analytics
Disruptive: AI-generated assessments and feedback
Demonetized: Automated grading reducing costs
Dematerialized: Physical testing centers disappearing
Democratized: Universal access to sophisticated assessment 
tools





Artificial 
Intelligence 
(AI)



Blockchain
Key Takeaway: Quantum computing 
and blockchain stand to revolutionize 
assessment, from deep data analytics 
to secure credentialing. As with the 
passenger pigeon’s abrupt end, these 
emergent technologies can catalyze 
seismic shifts in how institutions 
measure and validate learning 
outcomes.
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Extended 
Reality (XR)



Extended reality (XR) might 
one day replace traditional 
on-site visits for 
accreditation or institutional 
review.



Brain-
Computer 
Interfaces 
(BCIs)



Neuromorphic 
Computing
Brain-
Computer 
Interfaces: 
Enabling direct communication 
between the brain and external 
devices. 



Technology begets the next technology.
Key insight: If you are planning for a future based on linear expectations, you are planning for a 
world that no longer exists.



Wright’s Law: The 
Mathematics of 

Accelerated Learning

For every cumulative 
doubling of units produced, 
costs will fall by a constant 
percentage.

Feedback loop:

Production

Efficiency

Lower Cost

AdoptionInnovation

New Tech

Repeat



Key Technologies 
Driving Change
Jasmin’s 
Speculation is 
rampant – so what 
would be the skills 
teachers need to 
teach for this?
Transformative domain /Quantum contribution if 
fault-tolerant hardware exists by ≈ 2040 
/Policy/industrial prerequisite



More crazy Jasmin 
Speculation is 

 So what would be 
the skills teachers 
need to teach for 
this?

Transformative 
domainEducational 
contribution by 
2060 (if domain 
reaches maturity by 
≈ 2040) 





Activity
Each group answers five prompts using sticky notes:
• Vision:

What does this transformation look like when fully realized by 2060?
• Collapse:

What institutional or societal structure disappears as a result?
• Dilemma:

What ethical, political, or regulatory dilemma arises?
• Learner or Worker’s Day:

Describe one person's ordinary day in this future world.
• 2025 Action:

What policy, pilot, or shift must we start now to prepare?



What did we Learn – Gallery Walk



Final Thoughts
From Abundance to Oblivion

Just as the pigeon’s colossal numbers gave a false sense of security, so 
too might institutions believe that their longstanding traditions and 
reputation insulate them from obsolescence. When new technologies 
(e.g., AI, extended reality, or blockchain) begin to education, programs 
that dismiss these changes - or use them without careful stewardship - 
could find themselves unprepared for the systemic shiftsthat follow.

Complacency Amid Rapid Change

People once perceived the passenger pigeon as an inexhaustible resource. 
Similarly, educational systems might presume that incremental changes (like 
digitized portfolios) are sufficient. However, in an age of exponential, 
disruptive developments, relying on past success or gradual adaptation can 
become detrimental. The 6D Model teaches us that technology evolves 
through deceptive, disruptive, and democratized phases with compounding 
impacts. If accreditation bodies and institutions do not proactively adapt, they 
risk becoming as outdated as a reliance on the passenger pigeon as a food 
source.



By 2060? What do YOU think?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

https://www.picserver.org/s/speculate.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Want to read one of my articles:

Cowin, J. (2025, June 19). The Veldt 2.0: Your smart home wants 
your children. Stankevicius. https://stankevicius.co/artificial-
intelligence/the-veldt-2-0-your-smart-home-wants-your-children/
Cowin, J. (2025, May 15). Foundations or facades? Duolingo, AI, and 
the Antaeus paradox in EdTech. Stankevicius. 
https://stankevicius.co/artificial-intelligence/foundations-or-
facades-duolingo-ai-and-the-antaeus-paradox-in-edtech/
Cowin, J. (2024, December 7). Agentic AI nexus: When machines 
decide. Horasis. https://horasis.org/agentic-ai-nexus-when-
machines-decide/
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CU in 
Manhattan in 
September 
2025?


	�Europe Accelerated: Navigating Education and Business Through Exponential Change�
	�"The Year is 2060: What’s Obsolete?“�Speculate!
	Slide Number 3
	The New & Shiny vs the Passenger Pigeon: Preparing for 2060 �Learning from the passenger pigeon, which was once the most abundant bird in North America.
	Slide Number 5
	2060 - the first generation of “The Artificials"
	The Rise of Artificial General Intelligence (AGI)�
	Exponential Thinking�Linear vs. Exponential Growth:�Linear growth: 30 steps = 30 units of progress�Exponential growth: 30 steps = 1 billion units of progress��Most institutional planning follows linear models, while technology develops exponentially. Assessment strategies must anticipate exponential change rather than incremental improvements.�
	Slide Number 9
	The 6D Model for Technology Evolution�Digitized - Technology converts to digital format�Deceptive - Early growth appears linear�Disruptive - Begins displacing traditional systems�Demonetized - Becomes increasingly affordable�Dematerialized - Physical components disappear�Democratized - Becomes widely accessible��6D Model Applied to Assessment�Digitized: Paper assessments → Digital submissions�Deceptive: LMS systems with limited analytics�Disruptive: AI-generated assessments and feedback�Demonetized: Automated grading reducing costs�Dematerialized: Physical testing centers disappearing�Democratized: Universal access to sophisticated assessment tools�
	Slide Number 11
	Artificial Intelligence (AI)
	Blockchain��Key Takeaway: Quantum computing and blockchain stand to revolutionize assessment, from deep data analytics to secure credentialing. As with the passenger pigeon’s abrupt end, these emergent technologies can catalyze seismic shifts in how institutions measure and validate learning outcomes.
	Extended Reality (XR)
	Extended reality (XR) might one day replace traditional on-site visits for accreditation or institutional review.
	Brain-Computer Interfaces (BCIs)
	Neuromorphic Computing�Brain-Computer Interfaces: �Enabling direct communication between the brain and external devices. �
	Technology begets the next technology.
	��Wright’s Law: The Mathematics of Accelerated Learning�
	Key Technologies Driving Change
	More crazy Jasmin Speculation is �� So what would be the skills teachers need to teach for this?���Transformative domainEducational contribution by 2060 (if domain reaches maturity by ≈ 2040)	�
	Slide Number 22
	Activity
	What did we Learn – Gallery Walk
	Final Thoughts
	By 2060? What do YOU think?
	Want to read one of my articles:
	CU in Manhattan in September 2025?

